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You will spend second semester writing a documented research paper on a public policy or 

public policy proposal.  Public policy is a GOVERNMENT solution to a societal problem.  

 

Research Requirements: 

 

Paper Requirements: 

 APA Format including Running Head and Reference Page 

 Five to eight pages (excluding title page and bibliography), typed, double-spaced, 1” 

margins, Times New Roman, 12 point font,  

 Scholarly sources that are cited using APA format 

 Rough draft and final submitted via turnitin.com 

 

Required Assignments: 

     Points   B Day   A Day 

1.  Topic Statement (LIB)  Check   1/30   2/1 

2.  Source Sheet    20   2/5   2/6 

3.  Annotated Bibliography   30   2/26   2/27 

With Thesis 

4.  Annotated Outline, Thesis & 50   3/24   3/25 

Reference Page   

5.  Draft + 2 Peer Review  50   4/13   4/14 

+ turnitin.com report 

6.  Final Draft    100   4/23   4/24     
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Content Requirements: 

 

 A.  TITLE  

The title of your paper must be a question. 

 

B.  THESIS: 

The thesis of your paper must lay out 3-4 map points that answer the question.  Map Points must 

identify public policy, it must take a position. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TITLE OPTION 1:  SHOULD the policy be implemented? (or if it is implemented, should it 

continue?) 

EX:  Should smoking be banned in Virginia?   

 

THESIS OPTION 1:  Support the policy and give three reasons why it should be passed.   

EX:   Smoking should be banned in restaurants in Virginia because of  X, Y, and Z.    

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TITLE OPTION 2:  What is the policy now and what are future implications?   

EX:  How have bans on smoking been implemented throughout the United States and the 

world and what are the implications for Virginia?   

 

THESIS OPTION 2:  Identify the implications of the passage of legislation. 

Since the 1980s 30 states and 10 countries have banned smoking in restaurants, this led to the 

Virginia General Assembly recently passing a ban on smoking in restaurants.  This ban has 

several implications for the future of restaurant owners in Virginia:  x, y, and z. 

   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TITLE OPTION 3:  WHAT political factors led to the passage (or rejection) of this policy? 

EX:  What political factors led to the Virginia General Assembly to pass a ban on 

smoking in restaurants? 

 

THESIS OPTION 3: Identify the reasons why the legislation was passed.   

The Virginia General Assembly recently passed a ban on smoking in restaurants.  This law 

passed due to the recent influx of newly elected democratic members of the General Assembly, 

pressure from anti-smoking interest groups, and a strong commitment from Governor Kaine 

to pass such a ban. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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C.  Analysis 

 

The Policymaking Process:  The paper addresses several parts of the policymaking process: 

agenda setting, policy formulation, policy adoption, policy implementation, policy evaluation.  

Within this discussion, address the influence of the three different branches of government 

(legislative, executive, judicial).  Depending on your topic, a discussion of federalism might be 

central to your thesis.  Consider including a discussion of how the different levels of government 

impact the policy process.   

 

D.  Sources 

 

You are being given a lot amount of time to complete research on this project because you are 

expected to complete research that is consistent with expectations of a college course.   

 

A few things to keep in mind when selecting and using sources: 

 

1.  Be sure to include a balance of primary and secondary sources.   

 

2.  Many sources will be written with some bias.  Be sure to recognize the bias (liberal?  

conservative?)  and seek out sources that represent different perspectives.  For example, 

your paper should not rest solely on interest groups and think tanks.   

 

3. Wikipedia (and similar sites) are not scholarly sources (and you should not cite them in 

your paper).  However, they are not without value.  Reading Wikipedia can be valuable to 

help obtain general information about your topic.  If you find something specific on 

Wikipedia that you’d like to use, look for the citation and verify the source.  If the source 

is reputable, then use that source. 

 

4. Sometimes one source can led you to another good source.  You may read a news article 

that mentions a study that was conducted.  Look up the study and use that as a source.  

Check out the reference page or bibliographies of your sources.   

 

5. Score of excellent for sources: All sources are properly cited.  A diversity of government 

and academic sources are used to provide evidence to support map points.  Evidence is 

paraphrased, direct quotes are used minimally.  Similarity score of 0-5% 
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Primary Sources: 

 

Executive Branch:  

Statements/press releases by the President/White House/cabinet departments: 

The President and various cabinet agencies release official statements and press releases 

regarding various policies.  Look at whitehouse.gov>>issues.  Determine the relevant cabinet 

agency and look at their website. 

 

Legislative Branch: 

GAO reports: 

The Government Accountability Office conducts researches and publishes reports on a wide 

variety of issues (often at the request of Congress).  You can read the reports online (gao.gov 

>>reports and testimonies). 

Statements/press releases by members of Congress, testimony before congressional 

committees: 

Websites of congressional committees and members of Congress will have official statements, 

press releases, and other information about various policies.  Begin by determining the House 

and Senate committees that relate to your issue (house.gov and senate.gov) and looking at their 

websites.  Then go to CSPAN to search for committee meetings.     

 

Judicial Branch: 

Federal or State court decisions: 

Judicial decisions determine how the law should be interpreted, each topic should have a 

decision that can be referenced in your research.  One good place to start your search is 

www.oyez.org, to learn more about specific cases.  If you then go to 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/default.aspx and type in the case to find links to others.  

 

Other:  

White papers: 

Many interest groups/think tanks have published research on various issues.  One good place to 

begin searching for these is at thehill.com (resources>>white papers).    You can also visit the 

websites of interest groups and think tanks directly and search for white papers there.  Keep in 

mind that these groups (and there are research) are not without bias, and try to include research 

from liberal and conservative groups. 

 

Interviews: 

Conducting an interview with someone who works researching your issue for a member of 

Congress or a congressional committee, someone who works for a relevant interest group, or 

someone who otherwise has an expertise on your issue is a great way to obtain information. 

 

Secondary Sources: 

Magazines, Newspapers, Books, Online articles, etc.  —often times secondary sources can point 

you to good primary sources (because the articles will reference specific reports, statements, etc.) 

 CQ Researcher/ InfoTrac are a required resource..   

 Suggested online news sources: cnn, washingtonpost, wsj, washingtontimes, nytimes, 

thehill, politico, bbc, Aljazeera, theeconomist, foreignpolicy, leesburgtoday, lcmirror  
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Potential Topics: 

 Social security reform 

 Debt ceiling 

 Budget process/government 

shutdown 

 Funding for any specific government 

agency or program (National Parks, 

NASA, .) 

 Off shore drilling (or drilling in 

ANWR)- Keystone Pipeline 

 Affirmative Action (be specific—i.e. 

college admissions, workplace) 

 Militarization of local police 

 Drones 

 Welfare reform 

 Campaign finance reform 

 Gun control—be specific (like 

D.C.’s gun ban or Brady Bill) 

 No child left behind (national 

standards/testing) 

 Gay marriage 

 Mandatory National Service 

 Funding for higher education 

 Health Care reform 

 Obesity- Nutrition 

 Environmental policy (be specific—

increasing fuel efficiency of cars) 

 Global Warming  

 Immigration (border security, 

amnesty, etc.) 

 US policy towards a chosen country  

 Terrorist detainees at Guantanamo 

Bay (closing of military prison there) 

 U.S. presence in Afghanistan 

 Torture policy 

 Electoral Reform (electoral college 

or party nomination process) 

 Patriot Act (specific provisions) 

 Labor unions/collective bargaining  

 Internet Neutrality  

 Cable mergers 

 Campus Assault 

 Human trafficking 

 

 

Comparative Topics:  

UK 

 Relationship with EU 

 Terrorism 

 Immigration 

 Devolution/ Scotland 

Russia 

 Economy- Oil- US Sanctions 

 Chechnya- terrorism 

 Ukraine 

 Elections 

 LBGT 

 Civil society 

China 

 Economy- trade 

 Human Rights 

 One child policy 

 Pollution 

Mexico 

 Oil- foreign companies 

 Immigration 

 Drug trafficking  

 Electoral reform 

Iran 

 Women’s rights 

 Population policy 

 Nuclear energy 

 Civil society 

Nigeria 

 Oil- mend 

 Electoral reform 

 Boko haram  
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Public Policy Research Paper Source Search    DUE:   Thursday, February 5
th

  
 

A.  Identify at least 5 primary and 5 secondary sources that you could potentially utilize for your 

paper.  Type in all bibliographical information using APA format in the form of a Reference 

Page.   

Calfee, R.C., & Valencia, R. R.  (1991).  APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal  

 publication.  Washington, DC:  American Psychological Association. 

 

B.  Identify the types of source:  White Paper (Liberal/ Conservative), GAO Reports, Statement by 

members of Congress, Congressional testimony, White House Press Releases, Federal 

Departments, personal interviews   

 

Source Sheet Scoring Guide 

Each Requirement will be scored on a scale of 1.0-0 based on the effort put forth for the majority 

of the assignment.   

1 = Excellent 0.8= minor errors 0.6= Needs Revision 0= No evidence 

Criteria Score 

Author name:  Last name, F.  

If the author is not identifiable, the name of the organization is listed as author.   
 

Date: (year, month date). 

Sometimes you have to look around for dates when you use online sources.  Most 

of the time the date for online articles are part of the URL, look there.   

 

Title 

Capitalization rules for the title:  ONLY capitalize the first word, proper names and 

the first word after a colon.   

 

Publication Information 

Organization or Publisher  

Place of Publication: City, ST: 

When more than one city of publication is listed, use the nearest major city.  Be 

sure to include and abbreviate the state after the city.   

Website URL 

Remove the link of the website, so no underline or blue. 

 

Other Sources: [blog] 

All necessary publication information for special sources are included.  For 

example: weblog, powerpoint presentation, etc.    

 

Reference Page format  

Double spaced, Indent after first line (no bullets).  Alphabetize. 
 

 

Resources from multiple levels of government:  

Legislative, Executive, Judicial, State/Local 
______/ 2 

Academic sources ______/2 

 

Identified type of Primary Source ____/ 5 

Identified type of Secondary Source ____/ 5  

 

Total /20 

 


